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Plant and Animal Motifs and Symbols in Potteries of Islamic
Period in Iran

Abolghasem Dadvar
Professor of Art Research, Department at Alzahara University

Abstract

Islam with the cultural context of revelation and the heavenly voice of the Holy Quran
contributed the development and flourishing of art and science. The embracing of
Islam in the vast territory of Sasanians and changing the culture of luxury to simplicity
drew attentions to pottery.

The importance of pottery is not only for its antiquity as the most ancient human
handicraft, but also for its designs and patterns depicted by the makers which over
the centuries have transferred the history, culture and art of humans to the next
generations.

There is great diversity in pottery designs of Islamic period, but this paper intends to
study and explain the plant and animal motifs.

Plant motifs were taken into consideration in the early Islamic Period due to the
prohibition of human motifs. Being the human food source, plants always have had a
specific place in human thinking, so they have long been used in pottery design.
Animal motifs also are among other important motifs painted in potteries of Islamic
period, used to express fears and hopes, and display celestial powers. Animal images
have traditionally played an important role in art and literature.

A descriptive — historical method is employed in this study, by means of written
resources and documented images. Observation and library-based method have been
used to collect information.

The results indicate that these motifs have been extremely influenced by ambient
conditions of society and the beliefs of the people of that time.

Key words: Pottery, Islamic Period, Plant and Animal Motifs.
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