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Abstract

Among the collection of exquisite hand-woven carpets throughout Iranian history, a group of carpets called Zarbaft
carpets carpets were introduced, and their characteristic was the presence of gold and silver threads woven in the mid-
dle as a weft. This group of carpets spent a time at its peak, especially during the Safavid period, and then declined due
to various factors and reasons. One of the influential factors in the expansion of the production of these carpets, which
also played a role in other works of art of that period, was the donation and offering of gold-embroidered carpets.
Therefore, the purpose of this research is to assess the contexts that influenced the donation of Zarbaft carpets in this
period and led to the expansion of their production in the Safavid period. With the question of what political _cultural,
and religious factors played a role in the donation of Zarbaft carpets in the Safavid period?

This research is of a fundamental type with a historical approach in terms of its purpose and is descriptive-analytical
in terms of its method. The method of collecting information was library and fieldwork, and the data was assessed
qualitatively. Its statistical population was donated and commissioned Zarbaft rugs and kilims mentioned in texts or
available in domestic and foreign museums and collections, and the number of samples also includes about 15 of this
population, and only descriptions are given of the rest and there are no images. Therefore, given the lack of remain-
ing visual documentation of the donated samples, the evaluation was based mostly on the descriptions of the sources.
The results of the study show that political-cultural and religious backgrounds were influential factors in the donation
of woven carpets during the Safavid period, and this also encouraged the government to support the expansion of
their production. Among the political-cultural reasons and factors for the donation of woven carpets are the carpets
presented at the coronation ceremonies of the Ottoman and Venetian kings, which were carried out both to introduce
their art to the West and to introduce the aristocratic lifestyle of the Safavid court and kings. The religious reasons for
the donation of some of these carpets were also influenced by the interest and fanaticism of the Safavid kings towards
the Shiite religion and the infallible Imams and also their devotion to their descendants and predecessors, which led
them to weave woven carpets, some of which also had religious writings, specifically for these places and present
them to their courts, such as Najaf Ashraf, Mashhad, and the tomb of Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardebili.
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7- Rosenborg Castle
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Halli,(1986),n0.32.
- Franses. Michael, “Some Wool Pile Persian-De-
sign Niche Rugs”, Oriental Carpets and Textile
Studies, California, (1986), Vol.II
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vid Carpet in the museum of Islamic Art, Qatar”.
Hali Issue 155, (2008), pp 1-37.
- FSarre —-F.R.Martin, Meisterwerken Mu-
hammedanischer Kunst In Munchen 1910, (1.
Band): Miniaturen und Buchkunst, die Teppiche
- Miinchen: F. Bruckmann A.-G, (1912).
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