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Abstract

Iranian miniature painting during the Timurid and Safavid periods, in addition to its aesthetic functions, provided
a visual ground for the representation and reproduction of concepts of power, legitimacy, and royal order. In this
context, the royal throne, as one of the pivotal elements of pictorial composition, plays a meaning-generating
role in the organization of the discourse of power. The central problem of this research is to examine the manner
in which the royal throne functions as a discursive mechanism in the miniature paintings of these two periods
and to analyze the transformations it undergoes. The present study is fundamental in terms of its objectives and
qualitative in nature, and it is conducted through a discourse-analytical approach. The research corpus consists
of miniature paintings from the Timurid and Safavid periods in which the symbol of the royal throne is visually
represented. From among these works, twenty miniatures have been purposively selected. The findings demon-
strate that during the Timurid period, the throne—through visual centrality, symmetry, and its association with
cosmic elements—represents a static, sacred, and hierarchical form of power. By contrast, in the Safavid period,
the representation of the throne is situated within a ritualistic, Shi‘i, and multi-centered structure, wherein power
is distributed in a fluid and indirect manner. This transformation signifies a shift in the discourse of power from a
cosmic—vertical model to a Shi‘i-ritualistic one.
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