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Abstract

Clothing in every land reflects the culture, civilization, and social structure of its society. The illustrations of the
Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp are among the most outstanding visual works of the Safavid era, depicting the social
classes and hierarchical order of that period through attire. These miniatures also convey symbolic indicators of
power, legitimacy, and collective identity. The present study aims to examine how power, rank, and social position
of men are reflected in the clothing represented in the Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp and to identify the clothing
elements that signify class status. The main research question asks: how does men’s clothing in these miniatures
reflect their power, rank, and social position, and what elements reveal class distinctions?

This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs the theoretical frameworks of Marx and Weber. Accordingly,
out of 258 miniatures, seven were purposively selected based on the scope and diversity of social class representa-
tions within each image, prioritizing those that depicted the simultaneous presence of multiple social strata. Data
were extracted from the selected miniatures and analyzed through thematic classification and typology of male
garments to identify class-related and social indicators.

The findings revealed that clothing in these miniatures represents a clearly defined class hierarchy. The upper
class, consisting of kings and high-ranking officials, is identified by crowns, robes, qaba, kalijeh, and golden belts.
The middle class, including soldiers, clerics, Sufis, and scholars, is depicted wearing cloaks, trousers, and waist
sashes. The lower classes, composed of craftsmen and the poor, are shown in simple garments made of coarse cot-
ton without kalijeh or cloaks. Color, fabric, and decorative details played a significant role in expressing power,
social position, and group identity.

In conclusion, men’s clothing in the miniatures of the Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp provides a clear reflection of
the class structure and social hierarchy of Safavid society. Clothing functioned not merely as a physical covering
but as a symbolic medium to express power and class distinction. Studying it can therefore contribute to a deeper

understanding of social order, collective identity, and visual culture in that historical context.

Key words: ‘Men’s Clothing’, ‘Persian Miniature Painting’, ‘Safavid Period’,‘social classes’,‘Shahnameh of
Shah Tahmasp’, ‘Marx-Weber approach’.
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1- Jean Chardin

2- Georg Simmel, 1858-1918, ,LuJ
3- Immanuel Wallerstein, 1930-2019, oo YL
0!

4- Thorstein Veblen, 1857-1929, IS ol saswe <YL
5- Roland Barthes, 1915-1980, a.sl,8
6- Diana Crane,1939, S, ol 0o YU
7- Domination and exploitation

8- Engelbert Kaempfer

9- Erik Olin Wright

10- Market Situation

11- Life Chances

12- class

13- status

14- party

15- Contradictory Class Locations

16- The History of Class Struggles
17- Bourgeoisie

18- Proletariat

19- Integrated Class Analysis

20- Pragmatic Realism

21- Richard David Wolff

22- Jean-Baptiste Tavernier
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- Marx, K. (1976). Capital: Volume I. Penguin.
(Original work published 1867)

- Marx, K., & Engels, F. (1978). The Communist
Manifesto. Norton. (Original work published
1848)

- Weber, M. (1978). Economy and society.
University of California Press.

1. www.metmuseum.org

2. www.khalilicollections.org
3. https://pecritique.com/2021/04/26
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