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Abstract

Over time, the art of tash‘ir has evolved in parallel with the development of Iranian miniature painting and has
attained a distinctive artistic value. In tash‘ir, the margins surrounding the pictorial frame are adorned with vari-
ous vegetal motifs and animal figures, which are often rendered and reinterpreted in accordance with the thematic
context of the work. In the present study, nine examples of tash‘ir artworks from the Timurid and Safavid periods
are examined, focusing on the visual processing methods employed by the artists. The aim is to identify the ap-
proaches used in the reinterpretation of motifs and the ways in which expressive meaning and visual messaging are
conveyed. The main questions address how the process of motif reinterpretation was visually approached in these
works, and how the expressive and communicative qualities of the images were formulated.

This research is conducted through a descriptive-analytical method, with data collected through documentary and
library-based sources. The findings indicate that tash‘ir artists employed five distinct approaches in designing and
reinterpreting motifs: realistic, abstract, symbolic, idealistic, and emotive. The evolution from the Timurid to the
Safavid period demonstrates increasing complexity in visual composition and multi-layered semantic narration.
The realistic approach appears less frequently in both periods, whereas the use of the other four interpretive and

message-oriented approaches becomes more prominent.
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