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Abstract

The art of calligraphy, particularly the Nasta’liq script, has undergone various formal and aesthetic transforma-
tions. This research, while examining the influential pretexts behind these transformations, uses the treatise Sirat
al-Khatt as a case study. By employing the hypertextuality method, the study explores the impact of religious pre-
texts, Sufi tendencies, the significance of artistic patrons, and the cultural circle of Herat on Sultan Ali Mashhadi’s
Sirat al-Khatt. Hypertextuality, developed by Gérard Genette, is one of the five branches of transtextuality and
examines the intertextual relationship between texts, focusing on pretexts that shape a hypertext. Transtextuality
investigates the structured relationships of a text with other texts, whether verbal or visual and non-verbal. This
study is significant for its novel approach to interpreting one of the masterpieces of Iranian calligraphy. Given the
need to analyze how and to what extent Sirat al-Khatt is influenced by other texts, the current paper raises the ques-
tion of which pretexts contributed to the formation of the Sirat al-Khatt hypertext. Using Genette’s hypertextuality
framework, along with library and electronic resources, this qualitative research attempts to answer this primary
question. Findings indicate that Sirat al-Khatt draws from various religious and cultural pretexts. According to the
study, Shiite elements have been reinterpreted and merged with Sufi inclinations within the text of Sirat al-Khatt.
Elements such as solitude, inner vision, the importance of learning from a master, and emphasis on practice—core
principles of Sufism—are evident in Sirat al-Khatt. Practical aspects like pen carving, choice of paper, burnishing,
and sizing also derive from the pretexts of Herat’s artistic workshops.
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