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Abstract

Based on the surviving works, the tradition of making wooden Minbar in Iran has been preserved since the Seljuk
period until now, and each historical period has been followed with different tastes. During this period, pulpits of
different dimensions and sizes, along with various decorations, were built by master craftsmen, some of whom
were carpenters for several generations. From this point of view, each one of them can be considered a worthy
representative in the field of Choi Islamic works of Iran. n other words, considering the key role of the Minbar,
as one of the most basic requirements of mosques, as well as the religious and technical position (construction
and decoration) in front of artists, the Minbar can well represent the structure and artistic trends of its period. For
this reason, it seems necessary to review and record them to preserve the identity of Islamic Iran. Considering this
issue, the purpose of writing the present research is to investigate and analyze the form, role, and technique of
wooden Minbars from the Seljuk period to the Safavid period in Iran. Based on this, the question that the present
research seeks to answer is: What were the form, role, and technical characteristics of wooden Minbars in Iran
from the Seljuk period to the Safavid period? The current research method is considered to be a developmental
type, and according to its process, samples are compared with each other in a descriptive-analytical way after be-
ing introduced in the form of desired indicators. The information sources used in the research are field surveys and
library studies. The time frame of the research is from the beginning of the Seljuk rule to the end of the Safavid
rule in Iran. (1343-428 AH) The geographical territory is also the current border of Iran. According to the author’s
research, from the Seljuk period to the Safavid era (Timurian period), there are sometimes less than the number
of fingers of one hand, and only in the Qajar period, we see a large number of samples (at least 27 cases). In this
way, the number of 24 historical minbars left from the mentioned period has been selected, and the investigation
of the Qajar period was omitted. The results of the research showed that in terms of construction and decoration,
Iranian Minbars have two peaks in the Seljuk and Timurid periods. In the way that in the Seljuk period, some parts
of the Minbar (multi-piece body, fence, base, head) are the most abundant in this period. which could have been
influenced by financial sponsors as well as his previous works, of which unfortunately no examples have been left.
However, the Timurid period seems to be the peak of Iran’s wooden Minbar construction, especially in the field of
decoration. Among the reasons for proving this hypothesis, we can mention the highest frequency in the number
of stairs, skylights, plant motifs, and entrances.

Key words: wooden Minbar, Seljuk, Timurid, Safavid, Minbar.

1- Email: M.madhoushian@alzahra.ac.ir

(Date Received: 2024/01/31 - Date Accepted: 2025/03/10)



