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Abstract

The Samarra collection features plaster designs with captivating decorative patterns that have long fascinated
scholars and artists alike. Some of these designs closely mimic the abstract and geometric motifs found in Sas-
sanid palace plasterwork. However, other Samarra plaster designs exhibit abstract motifs that, while reminiscent
of early Islamic and Sasanian art, possess distinct characteristics. Notably, these motifs blend Sasanian elements
with Mesopotamian art, particularly in the form of combined-animal representations and abstract icons. These
pictorial structures appear in statues, reliefs, and Mesopotamian seals. Contrary to the belief that artists refrained
from depicting human and animal forms in Islamic contexts, Samarra stands out as a significant exception. This
research aims to explore the reasons behind this phenomenon. Through a descriptive and analytical-comparative
approach, we analyze Samarra’s plaster motifs and compare them to combined-animal motifs in ancient works
from the Assyrian period to the end of the Sasanian era. Our findings reveal the presence of abstract icons and
combined-animals in the decorative plaster motifs adorning Samarra buildings. Additionally, we provide graphi-
cal and descriptive insights into the historical roots of these motifs, tracing their integration, transformation, and
recreation following the advent of Islam.

Key words: Samarra, Plaster design, Abstract icons, Combined-animals.
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