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Abstract

The story of Sheikh Sanan and Dokhtar Tarsa is one of the topics that have been used many times to create visual
works, and many artists have worked with it. Among these works, the painting of Sheikh Sanan and Dokhtar Tarsa
in the roofed hall of Haft Tanan Garden in Shiraz is important. This work was executed by order of Karim Khan
Zand, with the technique of oil painting on plaster. Many characters are present in this work, including Dokhtar
Tarsa, Sheikh Sanan, his disciples, and three characters who were not present in the story, and their identities are
unknown. Considering the influence of Western painting on Iranian painting since the end of the Safavid period,
the paintings of this building can also be considered influenced by Western works, which can be clearly seen in
the clothing style of some people. Considering the ambiguity of the identity of some individuals in the picture, it
was necessary to investigate their identification. Among the basic questions related to the mentioned painting, it
can be asked: How is the communication between form and content in this painting? Which part of the story of the
poem is related to the present image? The current research has taken a fundamental approach to examine the matter
and has chosen the descriptive-analytical method to explore the information. The method of data collection in this
research was library-based, and the qualitative analyses presented in the text were based on objective and direct
observations of the authors. The sample of the research consists of the painting “Sheikh Sanan and Dokhtar Tarsa,”
located in the Haft Tanan Garden of Shiraz, which is selective and represents the entire sample. The results of the
research showed that the relationship between form and content was mostly created through the use of Iranian
painting characteristics, as well as the use of geometry in the image. Additionally, the present painting is related to
verses 48 to 116 of Sheikh Sanan’s poem in the book “Manteq_o_Teir,” by Attar of Neishapour, which deals with
the first moments of Sheikh Sanan’s love. It was found that the character with the book in his hand in the painting
is not the faithful disciple of the sheikh, and the gender of the person standing on the left and top of the painting
next to Dokhtar Tarsa is male.

Key words: Zandieh Period, Tekiye Haft Tanan, Agha Sadegh II, Sheikh Sanan, Dokhtar Tarsa.
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