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tile Studies, California: International conference

on Oriental carpets Danville. (Volume5), Part 2.
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Abstract

The art of carpet weaving stands as a hallmark of Iranian cultural heritage, embodying a rich tapestry of traditional
and decorative motifs. These motifs span a diverse array of plant, animal, human, and abstract forms, each con-
tributing to the unique aesthetic and narrative qualities of the carpets. Among these, plant motifs are particularly
prominent, with the depiction of trees playing a crucial role as both visual and narrative elements. This study aims
to explore the characteristics and evolution of tree motifs in carpets from the Safavid and Qajar periods, addressing
the following research questions:
* What are the structural features of tree motifs in Safavid and Qajar period carpets?
» Can common and distinct criteria be established for the design and patterns of tree motifs in Safavid
and Qajar carpets?

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, with data collection conducted through
extensive library research. The analysis reveals that tree motifs in Safavid period carpets are heavily influenced by
the artistic conventions of the time, adhering to a consistent and recognizable framework. These motifs are char-
acterized by their intricate designs and symbolic significance, reflecting the broader cultural and artistic trends of
the Safavid era. In contrast, the Qajar period witnessed a continuation of the Safavid tradition, but with notable
innovations and diversifications. The fundamental structure of tree motifs was largely preserved, yet there was a
significant increase in the variety and complexity of designs. This period saw the emergence of naturalistic trends
in carpet design, which introduced new themes and materials, thereby enriching the visual and thematic repertoire
of Qajar carpets. The naturalistic approach led to more lifelike and detailed representations of trees, incorporating
a broader range of species and forms. The comparative analysis of Safavid and Qajar tree motifs highlights both
continuity and change. While the Safavid period is marked by a cohesive and uniform style, the Qajar period is
distinguished by its eclecticism and experimentation. This evolution reflects broader socio-cultural shifts and the
dynamic nature of Iranian art. The study concludes that the tree motifs in Qajar carpets, with their increased diver-
sity and naturalism, represent a significant departure from the more stylized and symbolic representations of the
Safavid era. Overall, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of the artistic and cultural significance of
tree motifs in Iranian carpets, offering insights into the historical development and stylistic variations across two
pivotal periods in Iranian art history.

Key words: carpet, tree motif, Safavid period, Qajar period.

1- Email: ma.hajizadeh@shahed.ac.ir
2- Email: rz.hosseini@shahed.ac.ir
3- Email: A_shirazi41@yahoo.com
4- Email: m.afshar@modares.ac.ir

5- Email: i.zakariaece(@aui.ac.ir
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