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Abstract

Wall painting serves as a medium for representing a culture, religious and spiritual beliefs, and societal ideals,
and its appearance varies in accordance with the circumstances of each historical period. Umayyad wall paint-
ings (661-750 AD/40-132AH) were crafted in palaces and mosques with emphasis on both religious and worldly
themes. Over time, wall painting has undergone transformations, and in contemporary Syria (1966-2000 AD/1385-
1420AH, referring to the presidency of Rahal Hafez Asad), it has been utilized to embellish public spaces. The
aim of the research is to comprehend the significance of wall painting in Umayyad and contemporary Syrian art,
including its conceptual and artistic characteristics and its artistic and intellectual value during both historical
periods. The central research question is to identify the similarities and differences between Umayyad and con-
temporary wall paintings in Syria. The research employs a descriptive, analytical, and comparative method while
gathering field and documentary data. The findings reveal that in Umayyad wall paintings, the magnificence of
the architecture, the expression of symbolic motifs in the inscriptions, and the description of the sky and paradise
all convey the relationship between the artists and the religious accomplishments of the state. While living beings
such as animals and humans are prohibited in these artworks, they were utilized in palace decorations. Contempo-
rary Syrian artists, inspired by Umayyad art, have utilized human images in their contemporary wall paintings to
commemorate the historical and cultural accomplishments of President Rahal Hafez Assad.
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