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Abstract

As the predominant style of historical Iranian textiles fades away with time, it is usually only able to analyze the
patterns and motifs through the investigation of visual arts. Because the Zand Dynasty’s rule was brief and there
is less artifact evidence from this period than from the Safavid or the Qajar eras that came before or after it, the
Zand era in Iran has not been thoroughly explored in terms of art. This study’s goal was to examine the patterns
and themes employed in the courtier men’s outerwear worn during Iran’s Zand dynasty. With the aid of figurative
paintings from the Zand era and their comparison with fabrics still in existence from the 18th and 19th centuries,
how could we recover the designs and themes of textiles used in Zand courtier men’s outerwear? The designs and
themes of the textiles were expected to be specified in a wide variety, either as a continuation of the Safavid era’s
art or as an introduction to the Qajar art. This descriptive-historical study used library research to sample seven
Zand royal figurative paintings at random and compare them to nine textiles. The results showed that, in contradic-
tion to the study’s hypothesis, courtier males in the Zand era combined “Moharamat” and basic textiles for their
turbans and cummerbunds. Additionally, they incorporated botanical motifs on their qabs, Katebis (waistcoats),
and abs, either in plain or copied patterns (cloaks). Therefore, it appears that they selected a more constrained
mode to which they adhered, as opposed to the range of designs and motifs present in the men’s garments in the

prior and succeeding eras.

Key words: Zand textiles, courtier outerwear, royal figurative paintings, design and motif.
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