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Abstract

Sheikh Ahmed-e Jam mausoleum complex in the city of Torbat-e Jam (Iran), one of the major works of Iranian
Architecture over time has been as one of the major works of Iranian Architecture over time has been one of the
main venues of mysticism in eastern Iran and the land of Khorasan. the buildings of this collection, with respect
to religion and government, over time and from the seventh century A.H until the Qajar era, around the Tomb of
sheikh-e Jam (441 — 536 A.H), one of the mysticisms of the Sth and 7 century A.H was formed and mirrors are
represented in Iranian - Islamic art. Among the buildings of the complex, “Gonbadkhaneh’ has a special study
position in terms of centralism in the creation of decorations and the existence of an inscription with a construction
narrative theme from the period of the ““ Al-e Kart kings “dynasty, comparable to the era of Ilkhanid rulers. The aim
of the authors of this research was to investigate, analyze and comprehensively explain this inscription in order to
achieve architectural chronology, to know more about “Gonbadkhaneh’ building in terms of construction periods
and artistic interpretation of the decorative patterns of this work. Based on this research, “Gonbadkhaneh” all-over
inscription is one of the few rare and historical writings of Al-e kart dynasty, which, compared to the themes of the
inscriptions of the same period, is the first identified inscription of a building in the Islamic architecture of Iran
with a historical narrative nature. This research was done to answer these questions: (1)what important historical,
political, religious and construction themes does the text of the inscription contain? (2) Which Iranian-Islamic
archetypes can be examined in the decoration of this inscription? The research methods in this paper is descriptive-
analytical and comparative approach, in addition to documentary and field studies, the use of iconographic meth-
od, and includes the use of laboratory analysis. The result of the research proved the fact that “Gonbadkhaneh”
inscription, in addition to its decorative use in this building, includes political and religious messages, the early
history of the foundation in the form of code and a narrative of the founders of the architectural renewal of this
building. It was also proved that its grounds and borders are decorated with archetypes taken from Iranian art.

Key words: Al-e kart kings, Gonbadkhaneh Sheikh-e Jam Complex, Iconology of the Gonbadkhaneh Inscription,
the inscription on Mother and child (two-row), The Complex of Sheikh Ahmad-e Jam Tomb.
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