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Abstract

Although semiotics originated in linguistics, it was quickly adopted in the arts, literature, and social sciences.
Semiotics is highly efficient at interpreting works of art because it sees them as a cultural system and investigates
the hidden codes and concepts in them. The purpose of this study is to look at the decorative patterns on the Roshan
Abad building in Gorgan from a semiotic standpoint, as they appear to be inspired by Attar’s Mantiq-ut-Tayr
poem’s mystical allegories. The motifs of the Roshan Abad building are then assessed, as different animal motifs
can be found among the decorative patterns of this structure, which are much more prominent symbolically than
other motifs. The relationship between the intended motifs and mystical symbols expressed in Mantig-ut-Tayr is
first explored and analyzed from a semiotic standpoint for this aim. This is a descriptive and analytical study that
uses a qualitative data analysis approach. The data on the sample under study is gained by direct and descriptive
observation; however, the data on historical motifs is gathered through documentary and library approaches. The
findings reveal a strong link between the patterns and mystical symbols found in Attar’s Mantig-ut-Tayr. Designers’

perceptions of these topics were embodied in these motifs, implying their mental imagery.

Key words: Semiotics, Symbol, Mantig-ut-Tayr, Imamzadeh Roshan Abad, Gorgan.
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