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Abstract

The traditional art of needlework on Sufis’ clothes which was performed with stitches and patches could create
new meanings in the type of clothing through variations in techniques and patterns. Fotovvat-naameh, which is a
literary genre that addresses the manifestations of the Divine in different arts and crafts, provides a good medium
for the interaction of artistic and mystic meanings. Historically there has been a close relationship between the
followers of Fotovvat and Sufism. The present study investigates the patterns of needlework on Sufis’ clothes and
their relationship to the artist’s beliefs as represented in Fotovvat-naamehs.

According to our findings, the needlework on Sufis’ clothes was created using geometric stitches called dervish-
work and these clothes were known as Hezaarmikhi, Ghoreyshi, Taj-gharjagh, and Taj-e Hezaarmikhi. Hezaartoo
stitches were used in Ghoreyshi, patchwork was used in Khergheh-ye Moragha’eh and Na’leins, and thick stitches
as well as drawn thread were used in Maftooli Khergheh. In Khaksariyeh and Faghriyeh, two major treatises on
Fotovvat, it is stated that needlework with patches and stitches on all types of clothing, along with religious rituals
in the form of question and answers, is based on the ethical and mystic concepts derived from Islamic principles
and the Quran. Needlework artisans were mystics who contemplated into the Divine realm and, by using geometric
stitches and square patches, expressed God’s remembrance through Elm-e Horoof [=Knowledge of Letters] and
sacred numbers. Thus, they not only demonstrate their beliefs but also represent it as a kind of movement towards

perfection. This study uses a qualitative approach along with description, observation, and library research.

Key words: God’s remembrance, art of needlework, conceptual relationship, Fotovvat-naameh, Sufis’ clothing.
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