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Abstract

Mokryan is officially part of West Azerbaijan Province in Iran. There are numerous motifs on the surfaces of the
hundreds of gravestones in the Eastern Mokryan cemetery that demonstrate the importance the visual beauty as
well as the iconic importance of that works. Obviously, these motifs were not only engraved for decoration, but
also expressed the interests and beliefs of the deceased persons and their survivors. In addition, there acted as the
manifestation of the culture of the society and the symbols of the myths and thoughts of the past generations who
lived in Qajar period. This study as descriptive-analytical-historical research was based on gathering the informa-
tion through field surveys and document studies. The aim of this study was conducting the iconographic analysis
on the Qajar’s gravestone of the Eastern Mokryan cemetery. In this regard, the authors tried to show influences of
religion and religious beliefs on iconography of the tombstones and the type of their designs. The results of this
study indicate that these tombstones contain various motifs of human, animal, plant, geometric and inscription im-
ages. In general, most of these motifs, while having special meanings and symbols, were influenced by the culture
of the region and beliefs of the population. On the other hand, Shia and Sunni beliefs, in addition to the form of

tombstones, had also the greatest impact on the type of motifs of the studied works.

Key words: Eastern Mokryan cemetery, gravestone, Qajar period, iconography.
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